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enforce them and serve as inspectors under them, they should in all cases understand fully why they have been drawn m a particular way.
That this somewhat crude effort may serve to held engineers and architects to a more efficient and satisfactory performance of their professional duties, is the hope and aim oi
THE AUTHOR.
NOTE   FOR  THE   SECOND  EDITION.
There is added in this edition a very complete set of specifications for the machinery, track, and overhead construction of electric railways, for both cities and country towns, these having been drawn by two of the leading engineers of the country in this class of work. It is thought these will add greatly to the value of the book.
Just previous to the issuing of the second edition of this work there has appeared Prof. Wait's remarkable work on Engineering and Architectural jurisprudence. This is an exhaustive treatise of 900 pages, in which more than five thousand cases are cited, and the law of construction fully elaborated in all its phases. Every engineer charged with the drawing of important specifications, every contractor bidding on large works, and every lawyer whose practice takes him into this field should have in his library a copy of this most valuable work. For all matters pertaining to the strength or other qualities of engineering materials the reader is now referred to the author's recent work on the Materials of Construction. Both of these books are published by John Wiley & Sons, New York.
Sr, Louis, May, 1898.